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areas very great as compared witli the amount of land
under cultivation. Those names had very little mean-
ing to the people of that time, for life and its interests
were bounded by the town. Only in the eighteenth
century can we see the horizon extend so that the
province grows to be the real civil unit and grows into
a real commonwealth; the process was slow, however,
and for the most part unwilling. In the nineteenth
century the conception of the national and civil unit
has expanded so that our sense of nationality cleaves to
the Union as a great confederated state. This advance
in the feeling of the people as to what the countrjLJ^
which they belong is, and what that is which is the
object of patriotism, is one of the interesting develop-
ments of our history. The merging of the town into the
state and of the state into the United States has been
brought about by the increase of population, the filling
up of the country, the multiplication of interests reach-
ing out all over it and grappling the people together.
The bonds are those of kin, of industry and commerce,
of religion through the various denominations and
churches, of common pursuits in education, science, and
art, and of associations for various purposes of culture
or pleasure. This is what we mean by the advancing
social organization. It unites us into a whole; it forms
us into a society; it gives us sentiments of association
and cooperation- Our states, instead of being separate
bodies united only by neighborhood and alliance, are
formed into one body with nerves running through it;
and it is by virtue of these nerves, that is, of the lines of
common feeling and interest which I have mentioned,
that a touch at one point brings out a reaction from
the whole.
There are other causes which are always at work in